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CHAPTER

Designing the Landscape

1 Explain design considerations associated with the public area.

2 Describe design aspects related to the outdoor living area.

3 Explain principles of design as related to the service area.

OBJECTIVES

corner planting
deck
doorway planting
enclosures
entry garden

focal point
garden accessory
high interest planting
outdoor living area
patios

private area
public area
service area

TERMS



I F you were to ask 100 artists to paint the same view of a street scene,
would any two of the paintings be the same ? It is doubtful. Each artist

views the scene differently. The colors they use would vary. Their brush
strokes would differ. Even the painting style (modern art, impressionist,
etc.) would differ. Is it possible then that all 100 of the paintings would
be attractive ? Of course, it would be possible.

The same holds true in designing the landscape. Each landscape
design project has multiple solutions to the design. As you design your
landscapes, do not worry about the design being perfect. Follow the
guidelines in this book and do your best to provide a functional and
attractive landscape plan for the homeowner.
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4-1. This house appears to belong in the landscape. (Courtesy, Church Landscape)



THE PUBLIC AREA
Before work with the pencil and paper begins, it helps to

have a good understanding of landscape areas to be
designed. The good residential landscape design has three
main areas: the public area, the outdoor living area, and
the service area. Understanding the purpose of each area
aids the designer in creating a landscape plan that will
meet the needs of the customer. Different functions or
activities are designated to occur in each of these areas.

THE PUBLIC AREA

The public area is the portion of the property that is
in full view of the public. It includes the area between the
house and the road. It provides people their first impres-
sion of the house. For that reason, the public area is
designed with the appearance of the house in mind. In the
cinema, you often see one or two star actors. The stars are
surrounded by a supporting cast of many other actors. In a
similar way, the house is the star of the public area, sur-
rounded by a supporting cast of landscape elements (trees,

shrubs, etc.). In the movies, the sup-
porting cast never outshines the star. In
the landscape, the house should out-
shine all landscape elements.

Design the public area so people
passing by look at and appreciate the
house. A well-designed landscape
improves the appearance of the house
and focuses attention on the front
door. The front door is the most impor-
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4-2. The home landscape has three main areas.

TIP:
Design landscapes to improve
the appearance of the house and
to focus attention on the front
door.

4-3. A little color helps draw the viewer's attention to the focal
point of the landscape, the front door.



tant aspect of the public area. The front door is thefocal point, or point of emphasis, of a
well-designed landscape. The focal point captures the attention of the viewer.

Keep three main goals in mind as you design the public area for a house:

1. Soften the architectural lines of the house.

2. Frame the house with trees.

3. Maintain open lawn areas.

Architectural Features
Houses are artificial structures

placed in natural settings. Standing
alone, they appear rigid. The lines
produced by the architecture of the
house are straight. Vertical lines cre-
ated at the corners of houses are par-
ticularly harsh in appearance. Make
it a priority to design the public area
so the sharp architectural lines are
softened with plant materials.

Study the architecture of the
house to be landscaped. Note the
dominant architectural lines. Con-
sider the masses of the house. It is
sometimes helpful to sketch the
house in the elevation view. Prop-
erly locate the windows, doors, and
porches on the drawing. Then, indi-
cate the dominant lines and masses
on the sketch with colored pencils.

The dominant lines of the house
should be repeated in the plant
materials. Select trees and shrubs
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4-5. The vertical lines of this house need to be softened with
plantings.

TIP:
Repeat the dominant lines of the
house by using plant materials
that have similar lines.

4-4. The house should outshine all landscape elements.



tion of the house. The stepping down
from the tallest plants also leads the
viewer's attention to the front door.

Doorway Plantings
Another important planting arrange-

ment, known as the doorway
plantings , is located on either side of
the entry door. These plantings may be
identical if the architecture of the house
has formal balance. Most houses, how-
ever, have informal or asymmetrical bal-
ance. In the case of houses with asym-
metrical architecture, use different
plantings on either side of the doorway.

Use shorter plants for doorway
plantings. The height of the plants is
determined by following a line from the
threshold of the door to a point at the
corners of the house that is two-thirds
the distance from the ground to the
eaves. Choose plants that have a mature
height at or below this line. The door-
way plants are usually no taller than
one-fourth to one-third the distance
from the ground to the eaves. Placing of
the taller plants at the corners and
shorter plants at the doorway has the
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4-20. How well do the plantings at this house tie it to the natural
surroundings?

4-21. Shorter plants near the doorway draw the eye toward the
door of this North Carolina landscape.

4-22. The doorway plants are usually no taller than one-fourth to one-third the distance from the ground to
the eaves.



common surface materials for patios.
Decks are wooden surface areas raised
above the ground level. Cedar, redwood,
and wood treated to resist decay are used in
deck construction. Decks require more
maintenance than patios. Washing and
staining a deck every three to four years,
depending on the severity of the weather
and the wood used, extends the life of the
deck.

Patios and decks serve as a transition
from the interior of the house to the out-
doors. Also, because of the activities that
take place on a patio or deck (cooking
meals, entertaining guests, etc.), ease of
movement is important. Locate the patio or
deck adjacent to the house. This will allow
it to be easily accessed through a door to
the house. It is preferable to locate the
patio or deck nearest to the kitchen if more
than one door is available. Sometimes they
are located a short distance from the house,
but connected to the house with a surfaced
walkway.
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4-37. Bluestone is a very attractive
surfacing material. (Courtesy,
Illinois Landscape Contractors
Association)

4-38. Decks are wooden surface areas raised above the
ground. (Courtesy, R.S. Hursthouse & Associates, Inc.)

4-39. Locate the patio or deck adjacent to the house so it can
be easily accessed through a door. (Courtesy, R.S.
Hursthouse & Associates, Inc.)



Walkways serve to make passage in and around the
landscape easy. Brick pavers, concrete, flagstone,
gravel, wood chips, and cross sections of logs are some
materials used for walkways. Walkways designed to
connect the public area to the outdoor living area allow
guests to reach the patio or deck without entering the
house. Walkways also make movement around the
landscape easier for the homeowner.

The patio or deck is the center
of activity in the outdoor living
area. Therefore, the pattern
design of the patio or deck should
dictate the bed pattern style used
in the rest of the living area. If the
patio has lines 90 degrees to the
house, use 90-degree bed patterns
for the planting beds. Also, locate
plantings and enclosures to bene-
fit those on the patio or deck.
High interest plantings within
view of the patio or deck provide
enjoyment for the viewers.
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4-40. This simple walk connects the patio with
the public area. (Courtesy, R.S. Hursthouse &
Associates, Inc.)

4-41. This paver walk is very comfortable to use. (Courtesy,
Illinois Landscape Contractors Association)

4-42. The pattern design of this patio is the same as the bed pattern style
used in the rest of the living area.



It is not required that a design have garden accessories. Sometimes, the customers
request accessory placement in the landscape. When asked to utilize garden accessories in
the landscape, work them into the plan where
they can be fully appreciated. It is often effec-
tive to locate accessories within the high inter-
est planting area. Avoid locating the accesso-
ries haphazardly in the design.

86 · Designing the Landscape

4-45. Garden accessories
include statues and water
features.

4-46. Pots planted with annuals and perennials make good
movable garden accessories.

4-47. This birdbath has been placed just
outside a window in full view. (Courtesy,
Church Landscaping)



MAIN IDEAS

The residential landscape has three major areas of design. The areas are the public area, the outdoor
living area, and the service area. Each is designed differently based on the functions the area will serve.

The main purpose of the public area design is to enhance the appearance of the house. Three main
practices help to achieve a more attractive public area. Thefirst is to soften the architectural lines of
the house. Design the landscape with foundation plantings at the corners and doorway. Shrubs at the
corners should be no taller than two-thirds the distance from the ground to the eaves. Those at the
doorway should be no taller than one-fourth to one-third thedistance from the ground to the eaves.
Select foundation plants based on their mature size, growthhabit, and their design qualities. Second,
frame the house with trees. In doing so, use trees with growthhabits that reflect the dominant lines of
the house. Third, maintain a broad expanse of lawn. An open, uncluttered lawn area provides a grand
setting to the house and ties other landscape elements together.

The design goals for the outdoor living area revolve around the family's interests and entertainment
needs. Consider the outdoor living area to be an extension ofthe indoor living space. The ceiling of the
outdoor living room consists of the sky, trees, and artificial elements. The walls or enclosures of the
room include living plant materials, wood fences, and stoneor brick walls. Enclosures serve several
functions that include furnishing a backdrop for floweringplants, providing privacy, screening views,
and defining space. The major flooring material in the outdoor living room is grass. Other materials
used are mulches, concrete, brick pavers, stone, and wood. Durable flooring material is used for decks
and patios. Locate decks and patios close to the door leadinginto the house.

The service area is the portion of the property used for utility purposes. Some common activities are
storage of garbage cans, clotheslines, work sheds, and vegetable gardens. Often this area is screened
from view due to the nature of the activities.nd vegetable gardens.

QUESTIONS

Answer the following questions using correct spelling and complete sentences.

1. What are the three main goals in designing the public area?

2. How are foundation plants used in the public area?

3. Why is it important to consider size in the selection of foundation plants?

4. What role do trees have in the public area?

5. How do the major architectural lines of a house influence plant selection?

6. What is the advantage to keeping open lawn in the public area?

7. What are some examples of materials that make up the ceiling, walls, and floor of the
outdoor living area?

8. What functions do enclosures serve?

9. Where should patios and decks be located? Explain why.

10. What function does the service area have?
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Match the term with the correct definition. Write the letterby the term in the blank
provided.

a. outdoor living area e. high interest plantings h. doorwayplantings
b. focal point f. garden accessories i. decks
c. public area g. corner plantings j. service area
d. patios

_____1. Plants placed at the corners of the house
_____2. Located on either side of the entry door
_____3. Built with hard permanent materials and level with the ground
_____4. Areas to the rear or the side of the house set aside for strictly functional purposes
_____5. Walls of the outdoor living room
_____6. Plantings designed to capture the attention of the viewer and to provide interest to

the garden
_____7. Point of emphasis of a well-designed landscape
_____8. All the property to the rear of the house except for the service area
_____9. Wooden surface areas raised above the ground level
____10. The portion of the property that is in full view of the public

1. Tour a residential neighborhood. Ask yourself a series ofquestions:
Does the public area design show off the house?
Do the homeowners use rounded plant forms to soften architectural lines?
Are the lawns broad and expansive?
Has an effort been made to frame the house with trees?
Are the doors the focal point of the designs?
Are the doorway plants one-fourth to one-third the distancefrom the ground to the eaves?
Do the growth habits of the plants repeat the dominant lines of the houses?
Are the views of the houses balanced by reversing the plant masses?

2. Visit the backyards of family or friends. Ask yourself:
Is the patio or deck large enough for the entertainment needs?
Is the patio or deck located near a rear entry to the house?
Are poor views screened from view?
Are there interesting plantings within view of the patio or deck and the indoors?
Are the bed patterns for the plantings the same as the outlineof the patio or deck?
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